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Complete Guide to Warehouse Safety
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Warehouses, manufacturing facilities, and distribution hubs are dynamic workplaces where employees,
vehicles, equipment, and stored goods frequently share the same space. Safety barrier systems are an
essential part of risk management, helping to protect people and assets while clearly defining operational
zones. When installed correctly, barriers can separate pedestrian routes from vehicle traffic, shield
infrastructure and equipment from impact, and contribute to a safer, more efficient working environment.
 
At Bespoke Industrial, we design and manufacture barrier systems tailored to your specific operational
requirements, helping businesses create safer and more efficient working environments.

Why Warehouse Safety Barriers Are Important
Industrial and commercial workplaces contain a variety of hazards that can pose risks to both people and
property. Vehicle movements, material handling equipment, machinery, storage installations, and busy
pedestrian areas all require effective protection measures to help prevent accidents and damage.

Safety barriers provide a number of important benefits, including:

Creating clear separation between pedestrian walkways and vehicle operating zones
Improving protection for employees, visitors, and on-site contractors
Helping prevent impact damage to racking, machinery, buildings, and equipment
Supporting safer traffic flow and more efficient site operations
Reducing the likelihood of costly incidents and operational interruptions
Assisting with health and safety objectives, compliance requirements, and risk reduction strategies

By establishing clearly defined physical boundaries, safety barriers act as a highly visible protective measure
that complements staff training, safety signage, and workplace procedures, helping to create a safer and
more controlled working environment.



Types of Warehouse Safety Barrier Systems

Different environments require different levels of protection. The most effective solution often
combines multiple barrier types.

Pedestrian Safety Barriers

Pedestrian barriers create designated walkways and safe working zones for employees and visitors. 
They are ideal for:

Warehouse walkways
Production areas
Packing stations
Mezzanine floors
Visitor routes

Pedestrian barriers provide a simple and cost-effective way to establish clear separation between people
and operational activities. Bespoke Industrial's systems can be manufactured to suit individual site
requirements and layouts. 

Crash Barriers

Crash barriers are designed to absorb and redirect impacts from workplace vehicles such as forklift
trucks and pallet handling equipment.

Typical applications include:

Racking protection
Machinery protection
Loading bay protection
Building infrastructure protection
Segregation of vehicle routes

Heavy-duty steel crash barriers help prevent costly damage while reducing the likelihood of workplace
incidents. 



Tubular Barriers

Tubular barriers provide robust low-level protection for equipment, stock, columns, and operational
zones.

Benefits include:

High visibility
Rounded corners for improved safety
Durable construction
Suitable for both indoor and outdoor environments

These barriers are particularly effective where regular vehicle movements occur. 

Handrail and Mesh Infill Systems

Where there is a risk of falls from height, handrail systems with mesh infill panels can provide
additional protection.

Common uses include:

Mezzanine floors
Elevated platforms
Access walkways
Storage areas

Mesh infill panels help prevent both personnel and stored items from falling through open areas.
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Choosing the Right Barrier System
Selecting the correct barrier depends on several factors:

Vehicle Movement Considerations

The volume, type, and operating patterns of vehicles within a facility should be carefully evaluated when
selecting barrier protection. Areas that experience frequent forklift or material-handling vehicle activity
generally require more robust barriers than locations used exclusively by pedestrians.

Site Risk Evaluation

Conducting a detailed risk assessment can help identify key areas that may require additional protection,
including:

Locations where collisions are more likely to occur
Areas where pedestrian and vehicle traffic intersect
Critical or high-value equipment
Structural features and infrastructure vulnerable to impact

Barrier solutions should be chosen based on the specific hazards present and the level of impact protection
required.

Facility Design and Operations

No two warehouses or industrial sites are exactly alike. Barrier systems can be tailored to suit the unique
requirements of each facility, taking into account:

Current operational processes and traffic flow
Existing racking and storage layouts
Equipment and machinery positioning
Planned changes, growth, or future site developments

This approach helps ensure that protection measures support both safety and operational efficiency.

Visibility

High-visibility barrier systems improve hazard awareness and help drivers and pedestrians identify designated
routes more easily. Yellow safety barriers are widely used because they remain highly visible in industrial
environments.



Areas Commonly Protected by Safety
Barriers
Safety barriers can be used throughout a facility to improve protection and clearly define operational spaces.

They are frequently installed in and around:

Forklift operating and traffic routes
Pedestrian walkways and access paths
Pallet racking and storage installations
Loading docks and dispatch areas
Manufacturing equipment and machinery
Stockholding and warehouse storage zones
Structural columns and support pillars
Mezzanine levels and elevated platforms
Maintenance and service work areas
Emergency exits, evacuation routes, and fire escape corridors

By protecting these key locations, barrier systems help reduce the risk of accidents, prevent damage to assets,
and improve overall workplace safety.

Benefits of Bespoke Barrier Systems
While standard barrier products can provide protection, many facilities benefit from a tailored approach.

Bespoke safety barrier systems allow you to:

Match barriers to specific site risks
Maximise available floor space
Accommodate unique layouts
Integrate with existing infrastructure
Adapt systems as operational requirements change

Custom-manufactured barriers can also simplify installation and future maintenance while ensuring the highest
level of protection where it is needed most.



Barrier System Inspection and
Maintenance
Routine inspections are essential to ensure safety barriers remain effective and continue to provide the required
level of protection.

Maintenance procedures should include:

Carrying out regular visual assessments to identify signs of wear or damage
Verifying that fixings, bolts, and anchor points remain secure
Examining barriers for structural damage following any vehicle or equipment impact
Repairing or replacing damaged sections without delay
Reassessing barrier locations and protection levels whenever facility layouts or operations are modified

Keeping barrier systems in good condition helps maximise their lifespan, maintain workplace safety standards,
and minimise the costs associated with accident-related repairs and downtime.

Why Choose Bespoke Industrial?
At Bespoke Industrial, we understand that no two warehouses are the same. Our safety barrier systems are
designed around your operational requirements, helping you create a safer, more efficient workplace without
compromising productivity.

Our solutions include:

Pedestrian safety barriers
Crash barriers
Tubular barriers
Handrail systems
Mesh infill protection
Bespoke designs manufactured to your specifications

Whether you are protecting people, machinery, stock, or infrastructure, our team can help you identify the most
effective barrier solution for your facility. 

Contact Us:

01422 771460
mail@bespokeindustrial.co.uk
www.bespokeindustrial.co.uk
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