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Industrial steel partitioning is widely used throughout the UK to improve workplace
organisation, increase security, separate production areas and create safer working
environments.
While steel partitioning systems are generally straightforward to install, every project
should be designed with relevant legislation, health and safety requirements and building
regulations in mind.
Understanding which regulations may apply helps ensure your partitioning project is
compliant, safe and fit for purpose.

Are There Specific UK Regulations for
Steel Partitioning?
There is no single piece of legislation dedicated solely to industrial steel partitioning. Instead, installations
are typically governed by several areas of UK legislation depending on the application, location and intended
use of the partition.

These commonly include:

Health and Safety at Work etc. Act 1974
Workplace (Health, Safety and Welfare) Regulations 1992
Construction (Design and Management) Regulations 2015 (where applicable)
Building Regulations (where relevant)
Fire safety legislation
Manual handling and workplace risk assessments

Every installation should therefore be assessed individually rather than assuming the same rules apply to
every project.

Health and Safety Considerations
One of the primary reasons businesses install steel partitioning is to improve workplace safety.

Partitions can help to:

Separate pedestrians from operational areas
Restrict access to hazardous equipment
Protect valuable stock
Create designated work zones
Improve housekeeping and organisation
Reduce the likelihood of accidents caused by unauthorised access

Before installation, a suitable risk assessment should identify how the partitioning will interact with existing
operations, machinery, emergency routes and personnel.



Fire Safety Requirements
Fire safety should always be considered during the planning stage.

Questions that should be addressed include:

Will the partition affect escape routes?
Does it create a new enclosed room?
Are fire-rated doors required?
Does the partition need to provide a specific fire resistance?
Will existing fire detection or sprinkler systems require alteration?

Not every steel partition requires a fire rating, but where partitions form offices, production
rooms or enclosed workspaces, additional fire protection measures may be necessary depending
on the building's fire strategy.

Building Regulations
Many industrial partitioning projects can be installed without formal Building Regulations approval, particularly
when they are non-loadbearing and do not significantly alter the building.

However, Building Regulations may become relevant where the installation:

Creates new occupied rooms
Alters fire compartments
Changes escape routes
Impacts structural elements
Includes new services such as ventilation or electrical installations

If there is any uncertainty, Building Control or a competent professional should be consulted before work begins.

Structural Stability
Industrial steel partitioning should always be securely fixed to the building structure using suitable fixings and
installation methods.

Consideration should be given to:

Floor construction
Wall fixings
Roof connections (where applicable)
Wind or impact loading
Door openings
Future modifications

Although steel partitions are generally non-loadbearing, they must remain stable throughout their service life.



Safe Access and Emergency Exits
Partition layouts should never compromise emergency evacuation.

Good design should ensure:

Emergency exits remain unobstructed
Escape routes remain clearly marked
Doors open correctly where required
Access for maintenance personnel is maintained
Visibility is appropriate where operational safety requires it

Emergency planning should always take priority over space optimisation.

Workplace Welfare
Partitioning is frequently used to create offices, inspection areas, quality control rooms and welfare spaces within
warehouses and factories.

Where employees occupy these spaces, consideration should be given to:

Lighting
Ventilation
Heating
Noise levels
Visibility
Safe access

Creating enclosed workspaces often requires more than simply installing partition walls.



Security Applications
Steel partitioning is commonly installed to protect:

High-value inventory
Maintenance stores
Tool rooms
Engineering workshops
Hazardous materials
Production equipment

Depending on the level of security required, systems may incorporate:

Reinforced steel panels
Secure locking mechanisms
Access control systems
Vision panels
Mesh security sections

The specification should reflect the operational risks rather than adopting a one-size-fits-all approach.

Choosing a Competent Installer
Compliance is influenced not only by the partition itself but also by the quality of the design and installation.

A competent supplier should be able to:

Carry out an on-site survey
Identify potential compliance issues
Design a suitable layout
Manufacture bespoke solutions
Install safely with minimal disruption
Provide relevant documentation where required

Working with an experienced industrial partitioning specialist can help reduce project risks and ensure the finished
installation meets operational requirements.



Frequently Asked Questions
Do industrial steel partitions require Building Regulations approval?

Not always. Requirements depend on the nature of the installation and whether it affects fire safety, structural
elements or occupied spaces.

Are steel partitions loadbearing?

Most industrial steel partition systems are non-loadbearing and are designed to divide internal spaces rather than
support structural loads.

Can steel partitions improve workplace safety?

Yes. Correctly designed systems can improve access control, reduce unauthorised entry, separate hazardous
operations and help organise warehouse layouts.

Can existing partitions be modified?

Many steel partitioning systems can be extended, relocated or altered as operational requirements change,
provided any modifications continue to meet relevant safety requirements.

Need Advice on Industrial Steel Partitioning?
Every warehouse and manufacturing facility operates differently, meaning there is rarely a standard partitioning
solution that suits every application.

At Bespoke Industrial, we design, manufacture and install bespoke industrial steel partitioning systems tailored to
your operational requirements. From initial site surveys through to installation, we can help create safe, secure and
efficient working environments for businesses throughout Yorkshire & surrounding regions.

Contact our team to discuss your project or arrange a site survey.

Tel: 01422 771460
Email: mail@bespokeindustrial.co.uk
Web: www.bespokeindustrial.co.uk

Scan the QR codes below to visit our website:

https://www.bespokeindustrial.co.uk/
https://www.bespokeindustrial.co.uk/
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